C.C.N.S.W. MATCH REPORT No 28: -CALOUNDRA QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY WEEKEND 12-14 JUNE 2010 

SATURDAY JUNE 12 v CINDY MACKENZIE BREAST CANCER FOUNDATION XI AT BUDERIM: REPORT BY ADRIAN HAWKES
This year we had arranged a third game on the Saturday, technically not strictly over 40s. The response had been dramatic. Not only could Phil Bourke who had been our outstanding player in India, play but also young Matt Smith who had toured with us in England. Additional  over 40s players came in the expectation of being able to play at least two games over the long weekend.  Rather than struggling to raise two sides, we had about 24 players come to Caloundra for 3 games.
 

Cindy Mackenzie was the wife of a close friend of Stuart Spalding who had died of breast cancer aged 39. With remarkable energy, Stuart had founded a Trust, formed a cricket playing side  now with approximately 160 playing members, organised overseas tours and raised c $50,000 for charity- all this in 2-3 years.
 

When we played the CMBCF XI at Camperdown last season, he promised he would raise a side to play us in or near Caloundra when we came up in June and he was true to his word. Buderim is a magnificent complex of three full sized  grounds with excellent turf wickets, good enough to be used by Shield and International sides off -season. The weather was superb if slightly cold, and the pitch hard and true, with a fast outfield.
 

Stuart asked if we could play an experimental match where the 40 overs were divided into two halves of 20 overs each. C.C.N.S.W. elected to bat first and Phil Bourke immediately showed the class of a 1st/2nd Grade Brisbane player with 4 immaculately timed and elegantly played boundaries in the first over while Steve Kish stood and watched. Perhaps feeling under pressure to match Phil's stroke play, Steve then hit a cover drive straight at extra cover to be run out for 1 with the total on 27 (P Burke 26*) which brought in Alan Doherty who initially played a quiet foil to Phil who promptly hooked another 4 before perhaps too ambitiously driving a good length ball on the up to extra cover who dived forward to take a good catch. Phil walked glumly off rehearsing his bat/hand movements, a matter over which he was to reflect for the rest of the morning. I suspect he would rarely try such an ambitious shot in First Grade.
 

Kim Godfrey then came to the wicket. Having taken 40 deliveries to get off the mark at Alan Border field earlier in the year, he was determined to try to play some shots but his difficulty in moving quickly hampered him. Several magnificently timed off drives went so quickly to deep mid off that he did not have time for a run. Alan continued to play steadily for a chanceless 36* retired which brought in Matt Smith on the brink of the 20 over break. He started with two imperious on drives for 4 off the first two balls he faced, straight out of the Greg Chapple coaching book. At 20 0vers we were 2-91, probably under par on this ground.
 

Phil Burke ((left arm) and Matt Smith opened our bowling and beat the bat consistently but without any luck and edges tended to go for 4. Most unfortunately our captain Ken Grose dropped a screamer at cover and very badly bruised, perhaps broke fingers in his left hand and had to leave the field. Dennis Cameron then returned to the bowling crease for what I believe was only his second game in 12 months for an extremely impressive and accurate spell, taking the first wicket caught slip by Peter Smith off a slash which hit his hands, knocked up and caught on the rebound, and then the second off a low caught and bowled where Dennis belied his years and swooped low.
 

Given the batsmen's' apparent vulnerability to slow bowling, Martin Berry came on next. Several times he beat the bat as the batsman jumped down the wicket only for Steve Kish to have to watch and wait behind the stumps as the batsman leisurely regained his ground. It reminded me of the saying attributed to James Barrie (Author of 'Peter Pan") that he bowled so slowly that if he did not like the delivery he could walk down the wicket and recover it before it pitched!
 

Normal service was resumed with medium pace from Peter Smith and Alan Doherty, and Steve Kish executed a magnificent fast stumping, standing up to Alan's medium pace. Old he may be but the keeping technique is still excellent. At 20 overs the CMBCF XI were 3-102- 11 runs in front but one more wicket down.
 

After lunch Kim Godfrey and Matt Smith resumed. Matt scored quickly while Kim was initially reduced to singles. Matt was finally out for 33.Ken Grose replaced him but was badly hampered  by his injured top hand and could not score quickly, ultimately being bowled for 6 trying to swing to leg. Dennis Cameron now showed off a few of his former strokes pulling powerfully to leg while Kim finally broke his shackles with a couple of 4s but in hooking twisted his knee and required a runner. Dennis was bowled for 21 while Kim ultimately was run out for 22. That left Peter Smith to play a few characteristic wristy shots for a quick 20 supported by Mike Birchall (6*) and Graeme Danaher who unlikely got a thin edge down the leg side to the keeper to be caught for one. I am not sure what he would have done if the umpire had given him not out!
 

We ended at 8-181, probably 20-30 runs light and so it proved. Ken Grose was able to bowl for a brief spell and promptly took a wicket and then in the 29th over Mike Birchall reduced them to 5-146 but that was our last success as two of their younger batsmen scored at over 7 an over to win in the 35th over at 5-181.
 

My personal opinion is that I do not like the 20 over split. Maybe in hot weather it suits old men but it disturbs the rhythm of the game and requires both the batsmen and bowlers to start again. Maybe international cricketers can bat and bowl at full bore from ball one but older club players stiffen up. In addition- at least in this game- it seemed to make the ultimate result if not a foregone conclusion, at least more certain. In my opinion this is one of the ICC/ACB gimmicks club players should not seek to emulate
 

The team was: Phil Bourke, Steve Kish (w), Alan Doherty, Kim Godfrey, Matt Smith, Ken Grose (c), Dennis Cameron, Peter Smith, Mike Birchall, Martin Berry, Graeme Danaher and Adrian Hawkes.
The result was:
C.C.N.S.W.: - 8-181 (A. Doherty 36*; M. Smith 33; P. Burke 30)
Lost to

C.M.B.C.F. XI: - 5-182 (D. Cameron 2-11)
The bowling was: P. Burke 5-0-26-0, M. Smith 4-0-24-0, D. Cameron 4-1-11-2, M. Berry 3-0-26-0, P. Smith 3-0-16-0, A. Doherty 6-0-23-1, K. Grose 4-0-19-1, M. Birchall 3-0-27-1 and A. Hawkes 2.1-0-7-0.
SUNDAY JUNE 13 v THE XXIX CLUB AT ROY HENZELL OVAL CALOUNDRA: REPORT BY DAVID (“JACK”) JONES
For the last five years the C.C.N.S.W. has sent a side to Caloundra on the Sunshine Coast of Queensland to compete against the Queensland Cricketers’ Club and the Melbourne XXIX Club  Whilst we have always been able to get a game of cricket or two in, the term “Sunshine Coast” has been something of a misnomer, due largely to the huge amount of rain that tended to fall in the week prior to the long weekend. We were usually faced with a wet wicket and a saturated outfield (although it must be said the sun was usually out while we there).
This year, the weather leading up the event was fine and so it was with great expectation that we ventured north again, hoping to give the Queenslanders and the Victorians a lesson in cricket. Although we boasted quite a strong team and put together some excellent performances with the bat and ball, we weren’t able to get it all together in either match and went down in both. The wicket and outfield were fantastic this year, dry and fast in the main, but the weather over the three days was atrocious (although dry!) with a very cold southerly wind blowing for the entire time. I think I would rather have the wet conditions with the sun out….. at least it’s usually warm!
On Sunday we met the XXIX Club (who unfortunately had three guest players due to injury and shortages) The day started well with the coin falling in our favour. I had no hesitation in batting on a track that looked even and the outfield fast. I guessed that the opposition may be a bit light on in the bowling stocks after we got through their openers and instructions were issued to the opening bats to get 60 off the first 15 overs. Mark Thompson and Phil Spence batted steadily against some tight bowling getting the score to 26 off five overs before Phil was bowled for 12. Paul “Buckets” Allen came to the crease and started steadily, pushing the ball around for ones and twos until he got the pace of the pitch. Then he exploded in his usual aggressive manner, racing to 40* before having to retire. Meanwhile at the other end, Thommo was in good touch, playing shots all over the park, including one memorable “Mark Waugh” style ramp shot over the slips off the opening bowler and he too had to retire on 41*.

Within a few balls of each other, newcomer to the team Peter Sherman and Jack Jones went to the wicket and the runs began to flow. Jack being more than a little annoyed when his first scoring shot went for 6 only to be signalled 4. Jack went on the make 38 before holing out to deep mid off.  Peter Sherman batted beautifully, looking to have plenty of time to play his shots. He was particularly impressive against the young 16yo 6’3” fast bowler who was bowling at a fair pace and swinging the ball in late. Peter retired on 43*. At this stage of the game C.C.N.S.W. was 2-176 off 32 overs and a score of in excess of 250 looked to be on the cards. 

Unfortunately, things went awry and five wickets were lost for only 11 runs, due to some good bowling from the 16 yo who got through Patrick Scott first ball, with a late inswinger. Kim Godfrey suffered the same fate being bowled for 1. Mike Birchall put up some stout resistance, getting in behind the ball and trying to hold his end up. He made a valuable 12. Trevor Worland played some enterprising shots, falling for 14 before Graham Buck collected the first of his two ducks for the weekend. Our retirees came back, with Thommo getting caught behind first ball and not adding to his total. He was fined for making a second innings duck! Peter Sherman got to 48 before spooning a catch back to the bowler. ‘Buckets’ remained 47*. After a promising start, we were all out for 232 and didn’t bat out our overs.

With the bowling attack that we had, I thought that 232 would be enough as long as we bowled well. The previous day the Victorian openers pummelled Queensland to be 0-90 off the first 15 overs and they repeated the dose being only 1 wicket down for 101 off 15 overs. Our normally reliable opening attack was a bit off line and the Victorians took their chances. Two of their top three retired at 40*. Both offered chances while in their 20s and if these had of been held, the story may have been different. The only bowler to perform well on the day was Trevor Worland who took 3-33 off 6 overs. There were 39 extras in the innings of which 21 were wides, which was too many to give up if we were to be in with a chance. Eventually the Victorians ran home comfortable winners, getting the runs four wickets down with eight overs to spare.

The team was: Mark Thompson, Phil Spence (w), Paul Allen, Peter Sherman, David (“Jack”) Jones (c), Patrick Scott, Kim Godfrey, Mike Birchall, Joe Scarcella, Trevor Worland and Graham Buck.
The result was:

C.C.N.S.W.: - 10-228

Lost to

XXIX Club: - 4-229 (T. Worland 3-33)
The bowling was: G. Buck 5.1-0-41-1; J. Scarcella 5-0-35-0; P. Sherman 8-0-35-0; D. Jones 6-0-29-0; T. Worland 6-0-33-3; P. Scott 3-0-20-0; P. Allen 4-1-28-0.
MONDAY JUNE 14 v QUEENSLAND CRICKETERS’ CLUBCC AT ROY HENZELL OVAL CALOUNDRA: REPORT BY DAVID (“JACK”) JONES

The day started badly with the toss going to the Queensland Cricketers’ Club and their electing to have a bat. After a bit of overnight rain, the outfield was slightly damp which threatened to affect the quality of the ball. The QCC side was quite strong and we were expecting to work very hard in the field. Fortunately, the bowlers brought their A game to the park and we were able to restrict the QCC team and pick up wickets at a steady rate. Their first wicket fell early when their Captain Neville Taylor skied a ball and decided to run, only to see the ball fall close to Joe Scarcella running through after the delivery stride. Joe duly picked up the ball and threw the wickets down, leaving Nev well short. 

Paul “Buckets” Allen showed why he has that nickname with two unbelievable catches (when you’re over 40 it’s unbelievable that any catch is caught). The first at mid wicket off Trev Worland, when the QCC opener attempted to pull a short ball to the boundary. Buckets dived and took the catch at full stretch, being totally off the ground as he caught the catch. The second effort at 2nd slip was high to his right and travelling at a fair rate of knots. Again those big hands wrapped themselves around the ball and one of their best bats was back in the pavilion for not many. Another of their big hitters pushed one to Jack Jones’ right at mid off and took off for a run only to see the stumps thrown down. Everything was going right for NSW in the field with everyone putting in. Joe Scarcella bowled a magnificent spell of 8 overs and was denied five or six LBW decisions that looked to be absolutely plum to everyone but the umpire. (Editor’s Note: they certainly looked plumb from the pavilion!) Joe finished with 3-22 off his 8 overs. Trevor Worland bowled well again, picking up 2-42 and Buckets chipped in with 3-14 off 4 overs. Before we knew it QCC were all out for 128 and a C.C.N.S.W. victory looked inevitable….. so we thought.

The batsmen were reminded that they would have to bat well to make the runs as the ball was swinging and seaming quite a bit today. We again started well with Mark Thompson and Joe Scarcella taking the score to 22 before Joe fell LBW. This was a decision that didn’t sit will with Joe as it was the same umpire that ruled not out to his six shouts when players played back. Joe was well forward, the ball swinging a fair bit and it seemed that he may have been a bit unlucky!! Buckets came in and took to the attack with two fours and six in his first few scoring shots, but he fell caught behind for 15. Peter Sherman came in and we were all confident that he would see us through given the way he batted the previous day, but alas he too fell for only 9. Again the rot was setting in and a steady procession of wickets (Kish 1, Spence 0, Doherty 13) saw C.C.N.S.W. wobbling at 6-93. It was still possible to pull off a win with some applied batting! Jack looked like he might be able to steer the team home for a while, making 14. Trevor Worland made 1, Graham Buck picked up his second duck of the weekend (which was well photographed by Mike Birchall!). Peter Smith chipped in with a well made 20- only to fall victim to the dreaded LBW with a victory in sight and be last out with Kim Godfrey  left on 0* , not having faced a ball. C.C.N.S.W. fell short by 10 runs.

Although we fell short in all three matches played over the weekend, all enjoyed a great weekend. The Saturday night dinner was fantastic, the company of all three teams very pleasant and sociable. Thanks to everyone who made the trip. I look forward to making it again next year…. Only this time we will win!!!

The team was: Mark Thompson, Joe Scarcella, Paul Allen, Peter Sherman, David (“Jack”) Jones (c), Steve Kish, Phil Spence (w), Alan Doherty, Peter Smith, Trevor Worland  Graham Buck and Kim Godfrey,

The result was:

QCC: - 11-128 (P. Allen 3-14)
Defeated

C.C.N.S.W.: - 11-118 (M. Thompson 26; P. Smith 20)
The bowling was: G. Buck 5-0-21-0; J. Scarcella 8-1-22-3; T. Worland 7-0-42-2; A. Doherty 5-0-17-0; P. Allen 3.3-0-14-3; P. Sherman 2-0-7-1
ITEMS OF NEWS

Club awards at the Vaucluse lunch, Greg Brooks was awarded the John McDonald Medal for Club man of the year. David Byrnes won the inaugural John Russell medal for best player in the Club’s City and Suburban side. Craig Johnson won the award for most runs in the season (500 @ 50.00) and Ed Smith the award for most wickets (50 @ 10.20). Approximately 65 people attended the lunch.
Monday July 5 2010: ‘First Monday of the Month’ lunch at William Blue Brasserie, Level 9 Northpoint Building, 171 Pacific Highway,  North Sydney at 1pm. 3 course lunch at $29pp. Contact Adrian Hawkes on 9451 7436 (H) or 9265 9681 (B) or hawkesam@bigpond.com
Tuesday July 6 2010: Winter nets commence at the S.C.G.  every Tuesday from 8pm to 9.30pm.until the end of August. Contact Mike Birchall if you intend to come. 9546 4921 (H) 0417 464 972 (Mob) or mikedibirchall1@bigpond.com 
Sunday 29 August 2010: C.C.N.S.W. Stuart Mathlin Memorial Golf Day at Riverside Oaks: contact Ed Smith if you want to play on 9665 4262 (H); 9385 3405 (B);  0413 833 426 (Mob) e.smith@unsw.edu.au 
Tuesday 14 September 2010: - C.C.N.S.W. AGM:  will be at the Graphic Arts Club at 7.30pm on Alan Crompton is stepping down from the Committee and organising the golf days; Mike Birchall has volunteered to take over his roles.
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