C.C.N.S.W. MATCH REPORT No 23: SYDNEY WINDIES AND LINDFIELD LARRIKINS AND MACQUARIE UNIVERSITY: SATURDAY 27 MARCH - SUNDAY 28 MARCH 2010 
C&S ROUND 25 v SYDNEY W’INDIES C.C. AT CAMPERDOWN PARK, CAMPERDOWN ON SATURDAY 20 MARCH 2010: REPORT BY ED SMITH 

Having lost three tosses in a row, our faithful Captain Steve Taylor sent out Matt “Lucky” Gale to perform the toss.  Ol’ Lucky promptly lost the toss and we were worried that we might be in for a hot afternoon in the field. Fortunately, the Captain of the Sydney W’Indies, to his great credit and with a good understanding of social cricket, knew he was down a few batsmen and, sensing an inequality in team strengths, he invited us to bat first to make for a longer day of cricket. 

His generosity nearly paid off first ball when he should have had Ian Allmey run out coming back for his second run.  This would have been two golden ducks and a rare “golden 1” in three innings for our favourite run machine. Three balls later, however, his luck ran out again and Ian was easily caught at cover for only 2 runs.  Steve Taylor joined Scotty Wells out in the middle and, much in the same manner of the Jack Pace Shield final (did I forget to mention that we won the Jack Pace Shield?), Steve and Scotty dug in against some good bowling. 

The two of them saw us through the first ten overs but, with the score on 27, Steve (17 off 30 balls) left alone an off-cutter which claimed his off bail.  Craig Johnson needed 84 more runs to bring up 500 C&S runs for the season and he strode out to the crease with purpose.  Over the next 12 overs, Scotty and Craig put together a majestic and chanceless 100 run partnership (the team’s 5th for the season) scoring on both sides of the wicket at will.  Eventually, Scotty was bowled with his personal tally on 52 runs off 66 balls and the team was set up nicely for a big total.

Ruaan Jonker joined Craig’s scoring spree with a six off his first ball.  This shot signalled the entire team’s intent to hit out in our last 13 batting overs of the season.  After a 36 run hit-a-thon, Johnno eventually fell, stumped off his 49th ball with his score on 69 – 15 runs short of 500 for the C&S season.  The big hitting Dave Stingl was advanced up the order and started with consecutive fours but was eventually was caught at deep mid-wicket for 11 off 10 balls.  Derek Taylor swung hard but was bowled for 3 (9 balls) and, having been dropped ‘only’ 5 times in his 27 ball stay at the crease, Ruaan found himself back in the pavilion with 39 runs beside his name.  Dave Byrnes (4 off 3 balls) found the fence and then deep mid-wicket leaving Matty Gale (2* off 2 balls) and Darren Kay (4* off 7) to finish off our 35 overs and see us through to a score of 8-208 (our 5th score of over 200 this season).

Bronny Brooks’ now famous sausage rolls greeted us well at afternoon tea and prepared us for what has gone down in club history as “The Showdown at Camperdown”.  

By way of introduction to the issue, over the last two seasons David Byrnes and Ed Smith have waged an on-going battle for most C&S wickets in the season. Using his under-handed tactic of only ever bowling at the tail enders and dropping catches of Ed’s bowling, David Byrnes (the villain in this story) took out last year’s bowling award. However, Dave found himself going in to today’s match 6 wickets behind’s our hero’s (i.e. Ed’s) tally of 40 C&S wickets.  Realising this, Captain Steve chose to host a showdown between the two of them by throwing Byrnsey the new ball to see if he could produce the impossible come back.

Byrnsey (off two paces) duly obliged by taking the first, second, third and fourth wickets in his first six overs and not even a well worked run out by Matty Gale (whose luck had returned) could break his evil spell on the Sydney W’Indies batsmen.  Meanwhile Ed (off 47 paces) was toiling away from the other end seeing French cuts, outside edges and lbw appeals all fall unrewarded.  By now the Sydney W’Indies were 5 for 20 off 11 overs and stood no chance of mounting a challenge to the club’s total of 208 but the tension was still palpable and our intra-team sledging had reached fever pitch.

With 5 wickets in the season left to claim, Byrnsey needed to take three of them while Ed had to remain wicket less if the Lazarus-like comeback was to be achieved.  But then it happened, Ed bowled a ‘pearla’ to their left handed Captain which took out his leg bail – at worst, now, evil could only tie with good.  Like the champion arch-nemesis he is, however, Byrnsey promptly responded and claimed his 31st (approx) tail-ender for the season LBW.  A tie was still on the cards.  Captain Steve threw Ed the ball informing him that this would be his last over.  It was now or never as Ed ran into bowl his last six balls at their top scoring number 4 batsmen, Merritt, who had refused to fall for the guile and treachery of Byrnes.  

Five balls went by with no luck but, with his last ball for the C&S season, Ed took the top shoulder of Merrit’s bat.  The ball flew gently to Scotty Wells at gully – so gently, in fact, that Scotty confessed later to his good mate Byrnsey, “sorry mate, I had no choice but to catch it”.  The battle was over, the warriors shook hands and the sledging dulled to a more gentleman-like banter. Byrnsey was not done, however, as he then claimed his sixth wicket for the innings (and 40th wicket for the C&S season!) finishing with the outstanding figures of 6 for 18 off 10 overs.  As if to make a mockery of the entire battle, Ol’ Lucky Gale was thrown the ball to bowl his one and only over for the season.  Three balls later and he had cleaned bowled their last batsmen to finish with the incredible bowling statistics for the entire season of 0.3 overs, 1 for none.  A bowling average that not even Byrnsey can beat.

The Sydney W’Indies were all out for 37 in just 19.3 overs – representing our best bowling effort of the season.  The team had finished the season with 15 wins of the 17 games played and only two losses –our best season since 1996. And so it was, with an air of satisfaction that we trotted off to the bowling club for some hilarious drinks with the Sydney W’Indies before rolling off to the Welcome Inn for a “few” more beers and a great end-of season team dinner.

The team was: Steve Taylor (c), Ian Allmey, Scott Wells, Craig Johnson, Ruaan Jonker, Dave Stingl, Derek Taylor, Darren Kay, David Byrnes, Matt Gale (w) and Ed Smith
The Result was: 
C.C.N.S.W. 8 for 208 (off 35 overs) (C. Johnson 69 off 49, S. Wells 52 off 66, R. Jonker 39 off 27 and S. Taylor 17 off 30.)

Defeated 
Sydney W’Indies C.C.: 10 for 37 (off 19.3 overs) (D Byrnes 6-18)
by 171 runs
The bowling was: D. Byrnes 10-3-18-6; E. Smith 9-3-19-2; M. Gale 0.3-0-0-1 

CLASSICS ROUND 10 v LINDFIELD LARRIKINS at CAMPERDOWN PARK, CAMPERDOWN ON SUNDAY 21 MARCH  2010; REPORT BY AJOY ROY
Lindfield Larrikins won the toss and elected to bat. Mike Birchall was playing his first Classics match for C.C.N.S.W. this season.

Despite some tight bowling, Lindfield ended up scoring 8 for 139 runs off their full quota of 40 overs. At one stage they were 6 wickets down for a mere 49 runs, but their score was bolstered by some late order batting by Michael Khan 30*; Paul Bridle scored a brisk 21 while Captain Doug Latto chipped in with a valuable innings of 15*.

Paul Georgiadis and Garry Easey formed a formidable bowling combination and demonstrated some fine new ball bowling to restrict the Larrikins to 5 wickets for 49 off the first 21 overs. Ken Grose bowled extremely well with his medium pacers, but was without much luck to end up with only 1 wicket off his 4 overs. Ajoy Roy came in to bowl late in the innings to snare 2 for 18 runs off 6 overs while Martin Berry did well to take the pace off the ball during the 40th over and bowled effectively to finish off the over by giving away only 4 runs off his 6 legal deliveries. Ian Neil, Gil McGrath, Mike Birchall did well in the fielding department with Greg Currie keeping at his acrobatic best as Adrian Hawkes tested him on a few occasions with some SMART bombs going off target that would have made even the laser/GPS assisted USA fighter pilots look good. Greg’s reflexes are still amazing and second to none in the Classics competition.

We then batted as only we can – some excellent partnerships to go along with our habit of losing wickets in clusters. The pitch had started playing up during the latter part of the day and it was quite impossible to judge whether the ball was going to kick up or stay low after pitching around the good length area.  At one stage we lost 4 consecutive wickets all LBW. The tall and lanky Paul Bridle from the Lindfield team came in to bowl gentle medium pace and succeeded in ending up with figures of 7-4-7-4 and won the match for his team just as he had done in our previous encounter. Ian Neil opened the innings with Martin Berry and put on a partnership of 26 runs. The only other notable partnership was between the ever reliable Keith Elloy and the skipper Ajoy Roy who put on a brisk 40 runs between them in 10 overs. Paul Georgiadis and Mike Birchall put up a bit of resistance towards the end, but we ended up short, scoring 10 for 99 runs off 36 overs to lose the match by 40 runs.

On the lighter side:

Greg Currie organized a well attended & enjoyable post match Chinese dinner at the Bowling Club near by. We had a few drinks due to which our conversations started to get quite spirited & humorous, details of which have been edited out of this match report for obvious reasons. The food was delicious and with large portions it turned out to be very good value for money.

Here are the title nominations for this match:

· Most economical bowler: The “Tight Arse” – Paul Georgiadis
· Most wicket taker: The “Potent Balls” – Paul Georgiadis
· Best fielder: The “Golden Retriever” – Mike Birchall
· Highest scorer: The “Golden Goose” – Ajoy Roy
· Highest batting strike rate: The “W M D” – Ajoy Roy
The team was: Martin Berry, Ian Neil Keith Elloy, Ajoy Roy (c), Ken Grose, Gil McGrath, Ian Hills, Greg Currie [V/c and w], Paul Georgiadis, Mike Birchall, Adrian Hawkes and Garry Easey

The result was:

Lindfield Larrikins: -  8-139 (P. Georgiadis 3–21 & A. Roy 2- 18)
Defeated
C.C.N.S.W.: -  10-99 (36.3 overs) (A. Roy 27; K. Elloy 20)
The bowling was:; P. Georgiadis 10-1-21-3; G. Easey 10-1-22-1; A. Hawkes 4-0-25-0; K. Grose 4-0-14-1; A. Roy 6-0-18-2; G. McGrath 5-0-30-0 and M. Berry 1-0-4-0

MASTERS ROUND 10 (REPLAY)  v MACQUARIE UNIVERSITY AT DAVID GWILLIAM FIELD, MACQUARIE UNIVERSITY ON SUNDAY 28 MARCH, 2010: REPORT BY MICK McCORMICK

On a hot and humid day we won the toss and elected to bowl and try to restrict Macquarie to a gettable score and then chase the runs which we had generally succeeded with in the past.

The first phase went to order with Graham Buck bowling a superb accurate spell (10 overs 3-25) and picking up three valuable wickets. He was supported by Mick McCormick and Dale Richards at the other end who both beat the bat on several occasions but failed to yield a result.

The spinners in Jay Patel and Jim Robson also bowled well and picked up a couple of wickets. The fielding was as good as we have seen from the Masters with everyone throwing themselves around on the soft outfield. Paul Allen (“Buckets”) kept like he had done it all his life picking up three catches and a very good one off Jay Patel. Macquarie ended up with 152 a gettable total in spite of the large ground and thick outfield.

We started slowly as Macquarie bowled accurately on the pitch that was doping enough to warrant some slight caution. Craig Somers was a little unlucky when a ball jagged back and looked to be going over the stumps but hit the back pad and was dragged on to the top of the bails. Paul Allen joined Frank Crowe but went early with a sharp chance being taken at first slip on the third grab after the keeper had deflected it to him. Mick McCormick joined Frank and hit a boundary but then had a full toss lob from the bottom of the bat to be well caught by the bowler for 6. At 3- 23 things were a little tenuous Jim Robson then settled things down and played a superb knock picking the gaps and running an inordinate amount of twos to fully exhaust himself. Angus Martin had a brief flurry before trying to take the bowler on but miscuing. Garry Winney looked in good form and he and Jim looked as though we could still get the total as we had achieved as much as Macquarie had in the same number of overs but when Garry went it made it a more difficult task the last three didn’t add too much to the score and we ended with 90.

Two very disappointing batting efforts in a row means any hope of the top of the table has gone. Nevertheless we have a game against Parramatta and Kenthurst in April and hopefully we can return to a bit of form in the batting.       

The team was: - Craig Somers; Frank Crowe, Paul Allen (w),Mick McCormick, Angus Martin, Garry Winney, Jim Robson, Dale Richards, Jay Patel, Graham Buck and Ian Stevens
The result was: - 

Macquarie University: 6-152 (G Buck 3-25)
Defeated

C.C.N.S.W.: - 10- 90 (J. Robson 37)
The bowling was: -. G. Buck 10-0-25-3; M. McCormick 5-1-24-0; D. Richards 5-1-19-0;  

J. Robson 10-2-24-1; J. Patel 9-2-25-2; G. Winney 1-0-7-0.




ITEMS OF NEWS
Saturday 10 April: - Molonglo C.C. in Canberra- now switched to Duntroon artificial wicket (Make a weekend of it) contact Ed Smith 9665 4262 (H); 9385 3405 (B); 0413 833 426 (Mob); e.smith@unsw.edu.au NB The “Masterpieces from Paris” exhibition at the NGA has now been extended and will be on over this weekend in Canberra for those who want to combine culture with cricket.
Sunday 11 April: - Masters rearranged game v Parramatta at McCredie Park, Guildford; NB Start Time 11.30am contact Mick McCormick 9929 6188 (B) 0414 334 421 (Mob); michaelm@belvedereshares.com.au
Monday 12 April: C.C.N.S.W. Monday lunch at William Blue Restaurant, North Sydney at 1pm: $29 for 3 courses. Contact Adrian Hawkes on 9451 7436 (H) or hawkesam@bigpond.com 

Saturday 17 April: - Craigmoor XI at Mudgee cancelled; rearranged for Saturday 22 May
Sunday 18 April: - Masters rearranged game v Kenthurst at Kenthurst; NB Start Time 12 noon contact Mick McCormick 9929 6188 (B) 0414 334 421 (Mob); michaelm@belvedereshares.com.au
Saturday 24 April: - I Zingari (Australia) at Camden Park contact Ian Neil on 8815 9166 (B); 0400 296 078 (Mob); Ian.neil@5wentworth.com.au
Saturday 1 May 7pm: Masters and Classics Annual dinner at the Castle Grand Community centre, Pennant Street, Castle Hill. Kerry O’Keefe guest speaker. Tables of ten; partners encouraged to come.  Cost: $65.00pp (Includes buffet dinner + drinks + live music with "Cascades”) Contact the respective captains, Mick McCormick 9929 6188 (B) 0414 334 421 (Mob); michaelm@belvedereshares.com.au and Ajoy Roy 9672 3500 (H); 0414 521 900 (Mob); ajoyroy59@hotmail.com if you wish to join us
Saturday 15 May: Blackheath Golf day rearranged with 12.30pm start: (get there by noon) - a chance to have a lovely weekend in the Blue Mountains. Contact Corey Haigh 9969 0660 (H); 0412 229 733 (Mob); corey@CoolBlue57.com
Saturday 22 May: Craigmoor Portwiners rearranged at Mudgee; contact Ross Dalgleish
9939 6882 (H); 8255 6014 (B); 0434 308 266 (Mob); rossdal@gmail.com
Sunday 30 May: C.C.N.S.W. Annual lunch at Vaucluse Yacht Club; details to follow

Friday 11-Monday 14 June: Caloundra weekend over Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday. Third game now arranged on the Saturday v CMBCF XI in addition to the QCC and XXIX games on the Sunday and Monday. 26 players have so far expressed interest in coming Contact David Jones on 4572 5151 (H); 0416 289 011 (Mob); jonesy1965@optusnet.com.au
A third (all-age) game has now been arranged on the Saturday at Maroochydore provisionally 10.30am start v CMBCF X1 at Maroochydore CC, Syd Lingard Drive, Buderim 4556 (about 20 minutes taxi / car from Caloundra); 

see http://www.qldcricket.com.au/clubs/default.asp?PageID=7529 
The 26 players who have expressed interest to date are: Paul Allen (1),  Martin Berry (2), Mike Birchall (2), Phil Bourke (2),  Graham Buck (2), Dennis Cameron (2),  Frank Crowe (1), Garry Easey (2) Kim Godfrey (1), Ken Grose (1), Adrian Hawkes (2), Graham Howes (1), Garry James (1), Steve Kish (1),  David Jones (1), Ajoy Roy (2), Joe Scarcella (1), Patrick Scott (1), Peter Sherman (2), Peter Smith (2), Matt Smith (1), Phil Spence (2), Dave Stewart (2),  Mark Thomson (1), Trevor Worland (1) and Ken Yardy (2):- a total of about 39 people.
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